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The worst happened again. Yet another girl, this time a
budding photojournalist, was brutally gang-raped by
five assailants, apparently with criminal backgrounds,

on the premises of a deserted factory in the heart of Mumbai,
shocking the entire country. The victim’s male colleague, who
was accompanying her while she was shooting for a magazine,
was attacked and tied up as they committed the heinous crime.
The nation was shocked, wounded and hung its head in

shame while there were public outcries all over about the safety
of women in India. So were we. The collective rage and
concern have been voiced elsewhere and the police acted quick
and apprehended all the five accused.
It is unfortunate that despite all the hues and cries and strict

rules to deal with rape, such things keep happening. Well, we
all blame the government and the police all the time. But when
we start talking about how unsafe is it for women to live in this
country, that we do only when crimes of this magnitude happen
in a metro, we conveniently forget the other side.
No doubt, it is tough for a common woman to lead an equal

life like a man in a country like India, but it does not mean that
every Indian is a rapist; every Indian woman is being assaulted
sexually.  I know you would call me a sexist, but some elders
in the hapless victim’s office should have alerted the novice
about the time and area she selected for her work.
Not just in India, anywhere in the world, no woman is safe

at a deserted place where thugs and anti-social elements
frequent, that too, at the end of the day. Why the innocent
victim’s bosses or senior colleagues did not ask her to be better
prepared, knowing well that even a moving bus is not safe for
a woman?
Call me a male chauvinist pig, but I say this could have been

prevented.
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Troubled
Stars

In yet another story of domestic
abuse of upcoming artistes by their
own parents, a starlet has accused
her stepfather of trying to sexually
molest her

Fake license plate displayed
on a luxury car helped
Cyberabad police crack the
case of a ‘mysterious
beauty’, who has been on
the prowl cheating
unsuspecting people. 

Fact File

Even as the apex court questioned
the credibility of country’s premier
investigative agency CBI, calling it a
‘caged parrot’, documents available
with The News reveal a shameful plot
by National Investigation Agency
officers to frame some right wing
leaders in the Mecca Masjid blast
case, purely under political pressure

As millions of
denizens are all set to celebrate
Ganesh Festival with fervour, a
private radio channel has kicked
off a campaign to make the
celebrations environment-friendly
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Asilent but strong dissent seems
to be growing in the Arab

community settled in the state capital
of Hyderabad.  However, the
uprising is not against the
government but against the Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (MIM), the
self-styled saviour Hyderabadi
Muslims.
The Arab settlers are those who

came to India to work in the Nizam’s
army and gradually mingled with the
local population and settled here.
There are about two lakh votes of
Arab settlers living in different parts
of Old city.
Majority of the Arab voters are

up in arms against MIM after a
young Arab, Ibrahim Yafai, who
allegedly attacked MIM leader
Akbaruddin Owaisi, died of gunshot
wounds.
It may be recalled the alleged

attack on Akbaruddin took place on
April 30 at Barkas. One of the
alleged attackers Ibrahim Yafai was
killed when the gunman Jani opened
fire, while two others Awad and
Abdullah Yafai received bullet
wounds.
Subsequently, Ibrahim’s uncle

Mohammed Pahelwan and several

ArAb spring
sprouts in DeccAn
In what could snowball into a potential threat to majlis-e-Ittehadul muslimeen, a political
outfit that thrives in hyderabad on the illiteracy and poverty of the community members
of one of the finest religions in the world, a strong  group of Arab descendants is slowly

gearing up to take on the fanatic elements. the News exclusive

Owaisi brothers

POLITICAL PICTURE
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others were booked for conspiring
against Akbaruddin and allegedly
executing an attack with an intention
to eliminate the MIM leader.
However, the police did not take
serious about the complaint filed by
Mohammed Pahelwan’s relatives
against MIM leaders Akbaruddin,
Ahmed Balala and others.
Incidentally, Mohammed

Pahelwan and his associates are
aligned with Majlis Bachao Tehreek
(MBT), a less influential political
party opposed to MIM. Also,
Mohamed Pahelwan and Akbaruddin
bore grudge against each other
following certain land disputes.
Mohammed Pahelwan and his expanded family, relatives and

friends feel they had been meted out
with serious injustice because of the
MIM and hence they are planning to
vote MIM candidates out of power in
the next elections.
Mohammed Pahelwan being very

influential in Arab community in
Hyderabad, the word spread like a
wild fire and a majority of the Arab
community is said to have decided to
vote against MIM candidates.
The decision will have serious

consequences on the winning
chances of Hyderabad MP and MIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi,
Chandrayanagutta MLA Akbaruddin
Owaisi and Malakpet MLA Ahmed
Balala, sources in the Arab

community told The News. The
sources also said that Akbaruddin has
not dared to visit Barkas and
surrounding areas eversince the
attack and he is already planning to
contest from some other
constituency.
According to the sources, there

are around two lakh Arab votes in
Hyderabad Lok Sabha constituency
and the MIM cannot ignore the fact
because Asaduddin’s majority in the
last elections was only one lakh votes
and he will be in trouble if Arabs vote
against him.
In this backdrop, it has to be seen

what the MIM strategy will be to win
back the support of Arab voters in the
next elections. 

Ahmed Balala

Asaduddin Owaisi - AIMIM 3,08,061

Zahid Ali Khan - Telugu Desam 1,94,196

P Laxman Rao Goud - Indian National Congress 93,917

Satish Agarwal - Bharatiya Janata Party 75,503

Fatima. A - Praja Rajyam Party 24,433

P. Venkateswara Rao - Pyramid Party of India 13,085

MD. Osman - Independent 2,791

Samy Mohammed - Bahujan Samaj Party 2,149

M.A Basith - Independent 2,130

S. Gopal Singh - Akhil Bharatiya Jan Sangh 2,049

B. Ravi Yadav - Independent 2,008

D. Surender - Trilinga Praja Pragati Party 1,713

Taher Kamal Khundmiri - Janata Dal (Secular) 1,620

MA. Habeeb - Independent 1,132

Syed Abdul Gaffer - Independent 1,037

Zahid Ali Khan - Independent 953

Altaf Ahmed Khan - Independent 797

N. L. Srinivas - Independent 771

Al-Kasary Moullim Mohsin Hussain - Independent 655

M.A. Quddus Ghori - Independent 558

Sardar Singh - Independent 523

M. A. Sattar - Independent 522

D. Sadanand - Independent 505

VOTES SECURED BY THE 
CANDIDATES IN 2009 ELECTIONS

Total number of voters
in each of the seven
assembly segments in
Hyderabad Lok Sabha

constituency

Malakpet 1,93,583

Karwan 2,34,643

Goshamahal 2,07,026

Charminar 1,66,938

Chandrayangutta 1,76,158

Yakutpura 2,25,533

Bahdurpura 1,89,361

Total 13,93,242

POLITICAL PICTURE
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It is time for Ganesh festival againin the city and the mood is upbeat.
Various clubs and groups across the
nook and cranny of the city are
planning to install big and fat idols of
Lord Ganesha in many hues and
forms while apartment welfare
residential societies and individual
households are planning the festival
in their own big way.
But then there are other groups

who know the negative impact of the
indiscriminate religious activities
will have on the environment. They
are busy promoting eco-friendly
Ganesha idols.
As part of such a move, a private

radio network announced the launch
of the Green Ganesha Campaign in

Hyderabad on August 30. This is the
sixth year that the channel is
conducting such an eco-friendly
campaign during Ganesh Chaturthi,
one of India’s most popular festivals.
This year’s campaign has an

interesting watchword - Ganpati
Bappa Morya, Dharti Mata Morya.’
The crusade is to urge people to
protect planet earth while seeking the
blessings of Lord Ganesha. The
initiative has found support from
leading celebrities including actress
Kajal Agarwal, singers Sunita and
Baba Sehgal among others who felt
the need to implore people to treat
our environment more thoughtfully.
All celebrities donated

newspapers, which will be used to
make paper idols during the festival.
Donating newspapers is a small yet

significant step in the right direction
to spread the message on celebrating
the festival with an eco-friendly
approach. Launched in 2006 before
the Ganeshotsav, this initiative is
aimed at creating social insight
towards making one of India’s largest
and most popular festivals healthier
and not wasteful.
The launch saw eminent

celebrities showcasing their support.
The campaign will be promoted
through a high-decibel 360-degree
marketing plan covering various
multimedia platforms ranging from
on-ground, television, radio, outdoor,
and digital outlets reaching out to
nine lakh listeners over a period of 30
days offering unique integration
opportunities for brands, according
to the organisers. 

Time for
green

Ganesha
As millions of

denizens are all set to
celebrate Ganesh Festival

with fervour, a private
radio channel has kicked

off a campaign to make
the celebrations

environment-friendly

JAI GANESHA
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Lord for sale!
It’s time for yet another Ganesh festival
and idol makers in the city are busy
giving final touches to the Lord. our
Photo Journalist P Prasad makes round
of the city to catch the Lord in different
shapes and sizes. here’s what he brings! 
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NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY

NIAs FOUL PLAY
COVER STORY
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Earlier this year, the highest
court of the country, the
Supreme Court of India,

questioned the credibility of the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), terming the CBI a ‘caged
parrot’ that ‘speaks in its master’s
voice’.
Now it appears not just the CBI,

but the much hyped National
Investigation Agency (NIA) is trying
to please its masters.
Documents available with The

News show that two senior officers of
the NIA posted at its Hyderabad unit
have tried to lure one of the accused
in the Mecca Masjid bomb blasts case
to drag certain top ranking people in
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) into the case so that the
political opponents of the right wing
could take advantage of the situation.
What is surprising is that NIA’s

Hyderabad unit head and senior IPS
officer Dr A Ravishankar Ayyanar,
who is considered to be a
straightforward officer, had tried to
lure the accused into becoming
approver and give a statement
implicating certain bigwigs of the
RSS.
It appears the NIA, which claims

itself as the Central Counter

Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency
in India, has not been able to achieve
considerable progress in any of the
cases entrusted to it and came under
intense pressure to implicate top
ranking people of the RSS and its
affiliated organisations.
Not just the NIA branch head, but

another IPS officer of the same unit
Mahesh Chandra Laddha also tried to
induce the Mecca Masjid bomb blast
accused into becoming approver and
depose before the court implicating
certain bigwigs of the right wing
group.
This was disclosed by none other

than the accused Tejram Parmar in a
handwritten letter submitted to the
trial court when he was brought to the
court for appearance on April 1, 2013.
In his letter, Tejram informed the

court that Ravishankar Ayyanar along
with DSP G V Ramana visited him
inside the central prison at
Cherlapally on March 3, 2013 and
tried to lure him into deposing before
the court exactly as dictated by them. 
Tejram also said in his letter that

the DIG visited him again on March
9 and made the same offer. He further
said NIA superintendent of police
Mahesh Chandra Laddha also visited
him in the prison along with another
officer and made the same offer.
Tejram later filed a petition before

even as the apex court questioned the credibility
of country’s premier investigative agency CBI,
calling it a ‘caged parrot’, documents available
with the News reveal a shameful plot by National
Investigation Agency officers to frame some right
wing leaders in the mecca masjid blast case,
purely under political pressure
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stAtus oF the
CAse

THE NEWS BUREAU

According to NIA, the CBI had filed a
charge sheet on December 13, 2010 before
the CBI court, Hyderabad against two
accused under sections 302, 307, 326, 511
r/w 120-B of Indian Penal Code, Sections
3,4 & 6 of Explosive Substances Act, 1908
and Sections 13, 15 r/w 16, 18, 19 & 23 of
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

Subsequently, the case was transferred to
NIA, which after investigation filed
supplementary charge sheet on May 16,
2011 before the Special Court for NIA cum
IV Additional Metropolitan Sessions
Judge.

A supplementary charge sheet was filed on
July 18, 2012 against two accused under
the same provisions of law. The trial is
under progress against the arrested and
charge sheeted accused, while further
investigation is in progress to nab the
absconding accused.

the BomBer oN BAIL
THE NEWS BUREAU

Listed as accused number nine (A9) in the case, NIA
charged Tejram Parmar with planting one of the two
bombs planted inside the Mecca Masjid. However, the
bomb planted by him did not explode and was diffused
later by the bomb disposal squad.

He was arrested on December 24, 2012 by the NIA,
almost five years after the offense allegedly committed
by him. It is said he was subjected to severe physical
and mental torture to make him confess the crime.

He is a mason from Depalpur village in Madhya
Pradesh and was associated with the RSS for some
time, but left the organisation long before he allegedly
joined hands with the militant group that allegedly
triggered bombs in various locations targeting
Muslims.

Tejram submitted a letter to the trial court judge in
writing stating NIA officials Dr Ravishankar Ayyanar
and Mahesh Chandra Laddha tried to induce him into
becoming approver and give a statement before the
court implicating certain people named by the NIA.

He was released on bail as the NIA failed to file a
charge sheet within the mandatory period of 180 days.

A powerful bomb blast inside
Mecca Masjid located near
Charminar in Old city of
Hyderabad was triggered on
May 18, 2007 killing nine
people.
Five more were killed
subsequently as police had to
open fire to quell the irate mobs
trying to unleash violence
including setting fire to a petrol
pump.
Hyderabad city police picked up
many suspects having allegiance
to Islamic fundamentalist and

terror groups and named some of
them as accused in the bomb
blast case.
However, the case was later
transferred to the CBI, which
arrested Swami Aseemanand in
connection with the Mecca
Masjid bomb blast case and
produced him before the court on
November 19, 2010. In May
2011, the case was transferred to
NIA.
The NIA arrested some more
people with links to right wing
organisations. According to

investigating agencies, the
accused were allegedly involved
in some other bombings such as
Samjhauta Express bomb blasts,
Malegaon and Ajmer Dargah
blasts.
There were also allegations that
a module of one of the central
intelligence agencies had a hand
in these bombings including
Mecca Masjid bombings and the
arrest of Lieutenant Colonel
Prasad Srikant Purohit of the
Military Intelligence was
testimony for it.  

BLAst thAt BAFFLed ProBe AGeNCIes

COVER STORY
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the court seeking a direction to the
officials concerned not to allow any
NIA official or other persons to see
him in the prison since there was
threat to his life following his refusal
to become approver.
According to highly placed

sources, the NIA officials offered to
build a huge house for the accused at

his native place Depalpur in Madhya
Pradesh, buy him a luxurious car for
personal use besides depositing Rs 20
lakh in cash in any bank account
desired by the accused Tejram
Parmar. For a person who worked as
mason and has never seen huge
money in his life, the NIA offer laced
with threat was certainly very

lucrative. However, Tejram refused
the offer and brought the issue to the
notice of the court seeking justice, the
sources said.
Sources associated with the RSS

told The News that the NIA officers’
attempt to induce Tejram was only to
help the Congress party in the
forthcoming general elections since
the BJP was going strong with
Narendra Modi being the probable
nominee for the Prime Minister’s
post.
Had the NIA succeeded in luring

Tejram into becoming approver and
taken the names of certain bigwigs in
the RSS and affiliated organisations,
the Congress and its allies would
have launched a scathing campaign to
malign the entire right wing,
particularly the BJP, to gain political
mileage, the sources said.
The NIA should desist from

becoming a tool in the hands of
political leaders to ensure its
credibility was not lost like the CBI,
the sources said. 

Ravishankar Ayyanar, DIG Mahesh Chandra Laddha, SP
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Most wanted terrorist and Indian
Mujahideen (IM) co-founder

Yasin Bhatkal and his associate
Asadullah Akhtar, both wanted in the
February 21 bomb blasts in
Dilsukhnagar area of Hyderabad
have been arrested on August 28
night on the Indo-Nepal border.
The Dilsukhnagar bomb blasts

killed 18 people and left many others
injured.
Intelligence sources said the duo

had been camping in the border areas
of Bihar so as to travel between
Nepal and India without being
caught and carry out their evil
designs.
The investigators including the

local police and the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) sleuths
have identified with the help of
CCTV footage that Yasin and
Asadullah had planted the bicycle

bombs in Dilsukhnagar.
The arrest brings an end to the

efforts of the Andhra Pradesh police
the seven month long trail for the

bombers as the investigators had not
been able to trace the whereabouts of
the accused despite identifying them
long back. 
Sources said Yasin was born and

brought up in Bhatkal town of
Karnataka. Later, he along with his
brothers Riyaz Bhatkal and Iqbal
Bhatkal crossed over to Pakistan and
secured Pakistani citizenship.
However, Yasin came back to

India to carry out the subversive
activities after police hunt for his
brothers has been stepped up, the
sources said.
Soon after the news about the

arrest of Yasin and Asadullah came
out, Hyderabad city police
commissioner Anurag Sharma told

DILSUKHNAGAR
BOMBERS HELD

sleuths of National Investigation Agency arrested
dilsukhnagar bombers Yasin Bhatkal and his associate
Asadullah Akhtar on Indo-Nepal border, ending years-old
hide-and-seek game

Yasin Bhatkal (L), Asadullah Akhtar

TERROR TRAIL

Yasin being taken to a court in Bihar
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reporters that a team of NIA officials
and local police would go to Bihar to
question the terrorists.
He pointed out that the profiles of

the two suspects seen in the CCTV
footage before the blasts match with
Yasin and Asadullah. 
The two men were seen reaching

the crowded area on bicycles to plant
the explosives.
Meanwhile, sources said Yasin

may also be questioned regarding the
twin blasts of Aug 25, 2007 at Gokul
Chat and Lumbini Park, in which 42
people were killed and many others
injured. It was Yasin's brother Riyaz
Bhatkal, who allegedly planted the
bomb at Gokul Chat.
On the other hand, relatives of

some of the victims of Dilsukhnagar
blasts and the locals gathered at the
blast site and raised slogans,
demanding death penalty for the
accused.

Yasin: terror personified
THE NEWS BUREAU

One of India’s most wanted terrorists, Yasin Bhatkal, has finally been
nabbed. His arrest is a major setback for the home-grown terror

group Indian Mujahideen (IM), while it is a big catch for the Indian
security agencies.
According to police sources, apart from the February 21, 2013

Dilsukhnagar bomb blasts, Yasin is wanted in several bomb blasts cases
in India, including the explosion outside the Delhi High Court on
September 7, 2011 in which 12 people were killed.
Yasin is also wanted in the February 2010 German Bakery blast case

in which 17 persons, including five foreigners, were killed and 56 others
injured. He is one of the conspirators in the August 1, 2012 blasts in Pune
in which one person was killed and in the 2010 Chinnaswamy Stadium
blasts in Bangalore.
Sources said Yasin played a crucial role in the planning and execution

of the July 13, 2006 Mumbai train blasts. The IM terrorist is also believed
to have had hand in blasts in Delhi in 2008, Ahmedabad and Surat in
2008, Jaipur in 2008, Dashashwamedh Ghat in Varanasi in 2010 and
Mumbai in 2011
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SRINIVAS GUDIGUNTA

The seven-month-old Dilsukhnagar
bomb blast case might have been
solved with the arrest of Yasin
Bhatkal and Asadullah Akhtar by the
security agencies on the Indo-Nepal
border on August 28.
But one must admit that different

wings of the Andhra Pradesh Police
carried out investigations in different
angles. And the investigators did not
spare even the police officials
working at the Saroornagar police
station, for they spoke to people in
other states soon after the bomb
blasts.
What more! The investigators

secured a list of over 150 people who
used their mobile phones to speak to
people in other states soon after the
bomb blasts while moving in the
mobile towers installed around the
bomb blast site and questioned them
one after the other until last week.
Even police officials were

questioned since they received
numerous calls from their anxious
friends and relatives living in other
states.
The suspects were questioned not

in their office but virtually on the
roads. Even women were asked to
come to the police cars parked on the
roadside and questioned them for the
details such as name, address of the

caller or receiver from the other state
and the purpose of the call.
Sources said the 150 people were

questioned in an attempt to find some
lead in the case. A police official said
with all sarcasm, “The conspirators
will use the same mobiles for seven
months anticipating the investigators
to come after them. Even a petty
criminal discards the mobile he uses
for an offense and buys a new one. It
is funny that the investigators could
waste their precious time for silly
things like enquiring people who
used mobile phones near bomb blast
site to speak to people in other states
soon after the blasts,” a source told
The News. 

CoPs who rAN
AFter PhoNe CALLs

TERROR TRAIL
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The divide between two regions in
the state is getting deeper by each

passing day with even Tollywood
started to feel the heat. The decision
to split the state into two has
apparently cast its shadow on
Tollywood in many ways.
The latest to be affected by the T-

heat are the star sons of two
prominent Seemandhra icons K
Chiranjeevi and N Harikrishna. The
much-awaited releases of Ram
Charan Teja and N T Rama Rao Jr  (Jr
NTR) in the next few weeks face
delay in the form of Telangana forces,
who threaten to stop their screening.
A Student joint action committee

(JAC) of the Osmani University (OU)
last week issued the threat citing the
role of Union minister Chiranjeevi
and Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader Harikrishna in the ongoing
Seemandhra stir. Chiranjeevi, a
pronounced crusader of a unified
Andhra Pradesh, has been lobbying
hard with the Congress party high
command to reverse its Telangana
decision. Harikrishna tendered his
resignation to highlight his support
for the Samaikhyandhra cause. 
The OUJAC announced that the

films featuring the two leader’s
celebrity children would be targeted.
They also demanded Jr NTR make
his Telangana stand public now that
his father has revealed his

Ssmaikhyandhra colours.
Ram Charan Teja has two

releases, namely Yevadu and Toofan,
the Telugu version of Zanjeer, in the
next few weeks. The films have
already been postponed a few times
for a variety of reasons, one of them
was the ongoing unrest over the
state’s bifurcation.

Similarly, Jr NTR’s Ramayya
Vastavayya is also due for release
soon. Ironically, the producer of both
the films is Dil Raju, a Telanganite,
who is going to be hit badly if the
films are not allowed smooth
screening.
He is already incurring heavy

losses because of the frequent
postponements 

ram Charan teja and 
Jr Ntr find it tough as
they face delay in the

releases of their
upcoming flicks in the

form of telangana
forces, who threaten

to stop their screening

T’WOOD
HIT BY

T-HEAT

STATE SCAN
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Now that Telangana state being a
near reality, the Congress

Working Committee’s decision to
bifurcate Andhra Pradesh seems to
have kicked a hornets’ nest. While
Seemandhra region is a boiling
cauldron of political protests, the state
capital has been witnessing a pitched
battle between the Telangana and
Seemandhra employees at several
government offices across the city.
Prominent government

establishments including the state
Secretariat, Vidhyut Soudha, Jala
Soudha, Endowment Bhavan, Beema

Bhavan and Aranya Bhavan turned to
a virtual battlefield. There were high
tensions at many of these offices after
rival groups resorted to boisterous
parallel protests. 
Police personnel have been

pressed into service in large numbers
to ease the tension and ward off any
untoward incident.
While Telangana employees

staged a ‘Maha Dharna’ in Vidhyut
Soudha, protesting against what they
claimed as an attack on one of their
colleagues by their Seemandhra
counterparts, similar protests were
staged on many other office premises,
raising the prospect of a stand-off

between employees of both the
regions. 
The State Secretariat has been the

hotbed of agitations, though were
carried out in a more orderly fashion.
Curbs on noisy protests were imposed
by the authorities in order to
minimize the tension. The agitating
employees were asked to choose
peaceful means of agitations.
The polarisation, which is an

offshoot of the simmering
animosities, showed its first signs at
the height of the Telangana agitation.
It became all too evident now, with
the AP NGOs taking up cudgels
against the Telangana decision. 

Hyd turns battlefield,
post t decision 

STATE SCAN
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When every establishment, both
the public and the private, is

working hard to carve its own space
in the new states, in the wake of the
government’s decision to split Andhra
Pradesh into two, the dream mart is
no different.
According to sources, people

from tinsel town hailing from
Seemandhra have expressed their
desire to start a new film city in their
region for the benefit of filmmakers.
The demand comes following the
decision of soon-to-be new state of
Telangana to set up a separate film
council and chamber.
A producer said following the

state's divide, they were concerned
about that fate of film industry. He
expressed the need to have a parallel
film city in Seemandhra as the fear
was lurking that Hyderabad would be
taken over by Telangana.
The twin cities have many film

studios including the world famous
Ramoji Film City and other big ticket
film studios. On July 30, it was
announced that Andhra Pradesh
would be divided to carve out a
separate Telangana state.
“Our focus is not to compete with

our counterparts, but to protect our
industry that runs into hundreds of
crores. We have raised concerns to
make places such as Vizag, Tirupathi
and Vijayawada as the next shooting
spots and also sanction lands to set up
new studios and labs in Seemandhra,”
reports quoted a big time producer.
It may be remembered that not

long ago, a group of filmmakers from

Telangana region expressed interest
to set up a separate committee called
Telangana Cinema Task Force, which
would protect the rights of
filmmakers in their region.
A memorandum on the concern of

Seemandhra filmmakers has been
submitted to a special committee,
which is overlooking issues related to
the state's bifurcation. 

NEW FILM CITY
FOR SEEMANDHRA?
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The ongoing agitation following the
Centre’s decision to bifurcate Andhra

Pradesh has cast a shadow on all segments
with cricket being no exception. According
reports, the Indian cricket board will shift
Champions League Twenty20 matches,
slated for September 17 to October 6 out of
Hyderabad due to security fears.
The authorities are understood to have

been scouting for other venues for qualifier
and the group stages, originally scheduled to
take place in the city. According to official
sources, the six qualifiers will now be played
at the Punjab Cricket Association (PCA)
Stadium in Mohali.
The three double-headers in the group

stage will now be held on Mohali, Ranchi
and Ahmedabad. The PCA Stadium in
Mohali will host the double-header on
September 24.
It is also known that the JSCA

International Stadium complex in Ranchi
will host the September 28 double-header
and the Sardar Patel Gujarat Stadium at
Motera, Ahmedabad, will host the double-
header slated for Sep 30.
In 2010, all Indian Premier League (IPL)

matches were shifted out of Hyderabad, also
due to the Telangana crisis.
The United Progressive Alliance (UPA)-

led government last month gave its green
signal for carving a new state of Telangana,
with Hyderabad as the joint capital of both
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

t20 matches
to be out of city

STATE SCAN
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KILLER WATER

BALAKRISHNA DONETI

More than half of the entire
households in twin cities have

big reason to worry, if the findings of
a survey on water contamination are
anything to go by. The nationwide
survey titled ‘Kya Aapka Paani
Beemar Hai’ revealed that several
areas in Hyderabad were severely hit
by water contamination.
Levels of Total Dissolved Solids

(TDS), hardness, chlorides, nitrates,
etc. that are responsible for water
contamination have exceeded more
than the permissible limits in certain
parts of Hyderabad such as
Madhapur, Asif Nagar, Secundrabad,
Abids and Pragathi Nagar among
other places. Toxic chemicals such as
arsenic, lead and disease-causing
bacteria are also contributing to the
alarming increase in the water
contamination.

At a time when India is facing a
severe public health crisis with
increasing water-borne diseases and a
deteriorating quality of groundwater,
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) has identified contamination
of drinking water as a critical public
health issue; affecting more than
98,000 children with diarrhea and
other water borne diseases every year.
Recent studies by the United

Nations reveal that over one lakh
people die in India annually due to
water borne diseases. It indicates that
70 million people in 20 states and 600
districts are at risk due to excess
fluoride and around 10 million people
are at risk due to excess arsenic in
ground water.
The water audit was aimed at

mapping the causes and reasons that
were affecting families and
individuals in Hyderabad and also
across the country due to increasing
levels of water contamination and
unavailability of safe, healthy
drinking water. The comprehensive
survey was conducted in Hyderabad
interviewing 325 households.
Due to increasing levels of water

defying the popular belief that water is the elixir of life,
city’s tap water and ground water are highly
contaminated, making more than 50 per cent of
households prone to falling sick, finds a recent study

Water
that kills
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contamination, five out of every 10
respondents surveyed had someone in
their family and friends falling sick in
the last one year. Water borne
diseases, a critical cause of concern
across cities, have accounted for
nearly 70 per cent of all diseases
severely affecting people’s health.
Incidences of deadly waterborne
diseases like cholera, jaundice,
typhoid, diarrhea as well as common
cold, cough and fever were higher
amongst people accounting for about
70 per cent in Hyderabad as
compared to malaria, dengue and
other diseases.
The WHO which has already

identified drinking water
contamination as a critical public
health issue in India has estimated
that more than 98,000 children suffer
from acute diarrhea and other water-
borne diseases every year. According
to UNICEF and Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)'s Water in India:
Situation and Prospects, the first
cross-sectoral assessment of water
resources, contaminated water causes
water-borne infections such as

diarrhea which can stunt growth and
development in children.
A significant number of 48 per

cent respondents attributed unhealthy
drinking water as the main cause for
the diseases in their families. The
study echoed a serious concern
among 50 per cent respondents who
agreed that their drinking water was
not healthy and hence unfit for
consumption.
This indicates that a significant

number of people are vulnerable to
deadly water-borne diseases,
especially during monsoons as the
water contamination levels tend to
increase.
Most of the respondents surveyed

were concerned about the quality of
drinking water and increasing
proportion of deadly water borne
diseases occurring in their families.
Water hardness, bad taste, colour and
odor were some of the major issues
highlighted by the respondents during
the survey.

Sharing the findings of the water
audit, Dr Thuppil Venkatesh,

Professor Emeritus, Department of
Bio-Chemistry and Bio-Physics at St.
Johns Medical College, Hyderabad
who also is an Advisor to The Quality
Council of India (QCI), a visiting
scholar in the university of Cincinnati
USA, Director for National Referral
Center for Lead Poisoning (NRCLP)
in India said, “The much debated
topic of water quality and
contamination is touching alarming
levels in India. There has been a
growing concern about the increasing
water contamination levels and its
impact on lives of Indians which is
much evident from the water audit.
Some of the key issues like water
contamination, hardness, increasing
incidences of water-borne diseases
are shocking and alarming.”
He said India is on the verge of

becoming the ‘world capital of lead
poisoning’.  “When there is acute
exposure to lead, and the
concentration levels are very high,
there is damage to the central nervous
system and the kidneys and the
reduction of IQ especially in children
is irreversible,” he added. 

KILLER WATER
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MONA P

She felt like a queen when her
wedding bells were ringing. With

all the paraphernalia, Sony (all
names changed) knew this was her
fairy-tale wedding. A dream come
true, she thought. She was just 15.

“I think I was foolish to feel
happy for dropping out of school and
getting married,” Sony says, her
voice tinged with grief. Hers is a
story that portrays the grim reality of
how most school dropouts end up as
child brides.
She says her husband, Mallesh

Dongare, began his hunt for another
prospective bride three years after
their wedding, accusing her of
frigidity. Pointing at the scars on her
stomach, Sony says she was
subjected to physical torture because
she couldn’t conceive. “Once, while
I was menstruating, my mother-in-
law brought a hot iron rod and burnt
my stomach,” she says, explaining
that it was a superstition; a common
practice in the district for women
who do not conceive.
Mallesh, however, did not

undergo any fertility tests as both the
families put the blame on his wife.

Making her life worse, Sony’s father,
Rajaiah, who is a school teacher, had
asked Mallesh to marry his younger,
“fertile” daughter, Madhu. Following
Mallesh’s second marriage, Sony
was sent back to her parents’ home
while Mallesh continues to live with
her 16-year-old sister.
“Second marriage is a common

practice here”, says Achyuta Rao,
president of Andhra Pradesh Balala
Hakkula Sangham (APBHS).
Sony belongs to Thamsi mandal

in Adilabad district of Andhra
Pradesh, where as many as 500 child
marriages take place every year.

Marriage, the
final destination!
when parents, customs, the local government and even God fail to help minors of
Adilabad district in Andhra Pradesh, matrimony is the only option they can
depend on survival

FACT FILE



The News You Like | September, 201322

Surprisingly, these figures do not
reflect in the State Crime Records
Bureau (SCRB) data that shows only
14 cases have been registered in
Andhra Pradesh last year and 25 in
2010, with none being reported from
Adilabad.
B. Eliah, sub-inspector (SI),

crime branch, Adilabad, says, “There
hasn’t been a single child marriage in
the last one year.”
Eliah’s colleague, Ajay Kumar,

SI at Adilabad One-Town Police
Station, however, has a different take
on the story. Acknowledging that
child marriages are rampant, Kumar
says that the average age in child
marriage is up from 14 to 16.
With 68.5% of the district’s

population living below poverty line
and literacy levels below 30% i.e.
below the national average, girls of
Thamsi, Thandur, Utnoor, Echoda
and the Adilabad-Asifabad border
areas have become victims of this
social evil.
Last year alone, about 300

marriages, the highest in AP, have
taken place in Thamsi Mandal.
A UNICEF report states that

every day 25,000 child marriages
take place in the world. “More than
51 million girls between the ages of
15 and 19 are currently married.
India ranks 9th in the world with
57% of girls getting married before
the age of 18 years,” it says.
In another shocker, about 30 child

marriages had taken place in Rechivi
village of Thandur mandal last year.
Girls as young as 11 years were
married off to older men in this tiny
tribal hamlet. The State Human
Rights Commission has submitted a
report regarding this to the AP High
Court.

education: A distant dream
“This reflects the apathy of

Poverty, of course, plays a
crucial role in these decisions.

As Adilabad’s population is highly
dependent on agriculture,
uncertainty in income compels
parents to get their daughters
married off early.
In the name of culture and

tradition, child marriages make
their way into several Indian
homes. Making a strong point in
support of this “tradition,” a priest
in Adilabad categorically states:
“Girls are born to get married. Our
culture says that they are
responsible for household chores.
Education is not for them.”
Because a child marriage is

seen as a religious and social
custom, girls accept it as part of
their life. “Girls are unaware about
issues like child marriage, and
they do not understand what a
child marriage really is. They
think that getting married early is
a part of their tradition and
household rituals, as groomed by
their parents,” says Mr Rao.
A UNICEF report states that a

child marriage has precarious
health effects on the mothers as
well as children. “While boys are
affected mentally, the
consequences on girls are

especially dire, as they are usually
compelled into early childbearing
and social isolation,” the report
mentions.
Early marriages lead to early

motherhood, which places young
mothers and babies at high health
risk.
They may also translate into

repeated pregnancies at a tender
age when the body is not fully
prepared for child bearing. “It can
lead to frequent pregnancies and
abortions. Babies born are
underweight, malnourished and
anemic. This can lead to higher
infant and maternal mortality
rates,” reveals Dr. Aparna
Khulbey, a general physician.
Medical findings reveal that

66.6 per cent of girls aged between
15 and 19 are more likely to
experience delivery complications
compared to 30-34 year-old
women (59.7%).
Even as Adilabad has a total of

71 public health centres, 10
community health centres and 469
sub-centres, neo-natal and
antenatal services are found to be
appalling, with only 22 of the total
health centres offering natal and
post-natal services to pregnant
mothers.

POVERTY, CULTURE AND TRADITION

FACT FILE
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school managements to take up girl
child education. Education plays a
major role in procrastinating child
marriages,” believes Venkat Reddy,
National Convener of Mamidipudi
Venkatarangaiah Foundation (MVF).
“As soon as the girl is born, parents
are looking for reasons to get her into
wedlock. And robbing her of
education is an easy way to turn her
into a bride,” he says.
Like Sony was deprived of

education, two tribal girls from
Raiguda Ashram and four from
Utnoor Ashram School were deemed
unfit by their school managements
and shunned out, reveals the
Mamidipudi Venkatarangaiah
Foundation. Even after repeated
pleas, the school authorities declared
that they did not want to be burdened
with “slow learners.”
A teacher from a school in

Echoda mandal explains: “Students
of VII or VII standard don’t turn up
after the summer vacation. This
confirms that they have been married
off. Some return to school post
wedding.”
As children advance to higher

classes, the number of high schools
in the village wanes. Since most high
schools in rural India are located
outside the village, parents are fearful
of their daughters’ commute. “This is
when most girls drop out, as parents
fear their chastity or vulnerability to
sexual assault,” says Mamidi S.
Chandra, director, Carped, an NGO
working on women and child rights
issues, and a member of the
Integrated Child Protection Unit
(ICPU) in Andhra Pradesh.
Often, fathers (of the brides) live

in fear of their daughters being
sexually violated. “In villages news
spreads like rapid fire if a girl is
raped. Parents lose their honour,”
says Rajaiah.

An unheeding government
Despite the lacuna between the

actual number and the reported cases,
the awareness has grown
significantly, says Kumar. “The
number of cases has dropped. The
police, even after trying to rescue
victims, cannot stop these
weddings,” he explains.
Often, there is resistance from

family members when police
attempts to thwart a child marriage.
“There is no age proof of the girl.
Hence, we cannot file a case,”
Kumar adds.
Moreover, these weddings are

often supported by local
representatives. “Because the parents
of these kids are eligible voters,
MLAs and other local
representatives oblige to attend the
wedding,” says Rao.
Sony says many local

representatives were present at her
wedding. “It is a compulsion for
them because my parents are their

devout voters,” she explains.
Sometimes, local leaders initiate

child marriages. “They have large
tracts of land and need labour. So,
they employ someone and try to get
the kids of labourers married. This
provides them a large workforce as
the whole family works for them.”
Hardly any NGOs take up the

cause exclusively because of the
inherent complexities, describes Mr
Reddy. The nexus between local
officials and representatives and the
apathy of child welfare officers has
hidden many such cases from
coming to light.
Perhaps, Sony’s lack of education

and awareness has brought her life to
a standstill at 19. 
But, there are millions of Sonys

who can reverse this troubling trend
and realise their potential by standing
up for their rights and fighting for
them. Else, every three seconds, a
girl under the age of 18 is married
off. 
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Her mother was a Sub-Inspector
(SI) and her father a postman.

Yet, Shin Mamatha Rani aka Megha
was married off at the very young
age of 14 which did not last long.
And she was not welcome in her
parent’s house in Sonypath village of
Haryana state.
The young divorcee was

allegedly subjected to mental and
physical harassment by her parents
forcing her to flee her home and
reach Hyderabad. Since she was
educated only up to fifth standard,
Mamatha took to dancing in bars for
her livelihood.
The company she enjoyed during

her career as bar dancer made her
addicted to many vices. At this time,
she developed intimacy with one

Akram. But this time too, the
relationship was short-lived as
Akram died of tuberculosis.
In the meantime, dancing in the

bars was banned and Mamatha
became a footpath vendor selling
clothes and paper on Hyderabad
roads. She also worked in a dance
school and as a junior artiste. None
of these things could provide the
money needed to meet the expenses
on her vices. It was then she became
con woman.
Mamatha began executing her

plan early this year. She went to
Modern Executive Hostel near Image
Hospital seeking paying guest
accommodation. She introduced
herself as a software engineer and
found a room in the hostel, where she
was asked to share a room with
another woman Shanti Deepti.
Two days later, as an unaware

Shanti left for office, Mamatha
vanished with the laptop of her
roommate. Shanti lodged a complaint
with the Madhapur police, but the
case remained unsolved until
Mamatha’s arrest in a different case

THE CON
BEAUTY
CORNERED
Fake license plate displayed on a luxury car
helped Cyberabad police crack the case of a
‘mysterious beauty’, who has been on the prowl
cheating unsuspecting people. during
questioning by the madhapur police, the con
woman shin mamatha rani revealed very
interesting details of herself

The car that was stolen by Mamatha 

Shin Mamatha Rani

FACT FILE
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on July 30. She took a gap and
waited for her chance. On May 20,
2013, she waited near GVK Mall in
Panjagutta, looking for her victim. A
Hyundai Accent, driven by G Venkat
Reddy of Yousufguda stopped by at
around 9.30 pm.
With her sensuous looks,

Mamatha managed to get into the car
on the pretext of a drop till
Kondapur. During the drive, Venkat
Reddy fell for the con woman. The
duo had snacks at Paradise
Restaurant near Cyber Towers.
Later, when the car was

proceeding towards Kondapur,
Mamatha sweet talked Venkat Reddy
into buying her a beer and some
snacks. An unsuspecting Reddy
stopped his car near Kothaguda, kept
the ignition running and went out for
buying the stuff. It was then the con

woman jumped into action and drove
away the car.
Reddy, who realised that he had

been duped, rushed to Madhapur
police station and lodged a
complaint.
Two months later, she went to

Skyhome Hostel at Ayyappa Society
and checked into a room to be shared
with Dolly Doshi. The same day,
Mamatha made good of the laptop of
her roommate.
Six days later she went to Manoj

Women’s Hostel in Gachibowli
seeking accommodation and
introduced herself as a software
engineer. The manager showed her a
room on the third floor to be shared
with others. Even as he rushed back
to reception to attend to some work,
Mamatha left the place in a hurry
saying she would be back with

photocopies of her ID card.
In fact, she left the place in a

hurry because she picked up two
laptops from the room and vanished
in the stolen car.
Madhapur Assistant

Commissioner of Police KV Ram
Narsimha Reddy told The News that
Mamatha was caught while driving
the stolen car. She failed to show the
vehicle documents and tried to flee
during vehicle check up near Shilpa
Park. But she was taken into custody
and brought to police station for
questioning.
“She confessed to her crimes and

disclosed that she has committed
some more offenses but she could not
recollect the exact details. We will
investigate all the cases and see that
the stolen articles are returned to the
original owners,” he said.

Police present Mamatha in front of the media in Hyderabad
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Level 10 at Road No 12 Banjara
Hills is a store with a
difference. It has on sale

breathtaking modular kitchens,
awesome sanitary ware and amazing
floor surfaces. A visit to the one-of-its-
kind store gives one a fair idea how
elegant and appealing a kitchen or
bathroom can be made. Yes, it is sure
going to be an out-of the-world
experience when we do the same daily
routines of cooking or bathing in an
environment that Level 10 offers. 
Its owner Praveen is a happy-go-

lucky young man who always liked all
things classy and chic. With a flair for
doing something different, Praveen

wanted to take up something new than
the family’s finance business. So, after
the completion of MBA, he took to
the business with an eye on the
expanding requirements while his
brother Sachin joined hands to assist
him in the new venture.
“A kitchen makes a home

complete. A woman is the soul of a
house and she works in the kitchen.
Our kitchens provide them the right
place to find their way into their men’s
hearts,” says Praveen. 
A globe-trotter, Praveen says, “I

always wanted to do something that
derives value. Now I do have a feeling
of being accomplished. I meet with
top-brass people across the globe
during my business trips,” Praveen

adds. “I have a passion for meeting
people who are outstanding in various
fields. And I find my business a
perfect way to meet with more and
more such people,” explains he.
About selecting his business, he says,
“For Indian families, kitchen is very
special. Every wife needs the best
kitchen. And we are here to offer
that.” 
All his products are imported from

Italy. With a growing clientele,
Praveen is happy and content. And
like any other successful
businessmen, he is also into charity.
He takes active part in charitable
activities organized by a trust. A car
freak, long drive is always his
favourite pastime.  

SUCCESSFUL PARTNERS
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Fans are no more machines to cool
the house in scorching summer.

They are something big, something
so pricey and a symbol of high
economic status. If you don’t believe,
you need to drop in to Pinkmondo to
see what can be fans all about in
modern times.
There are fans and chandeliers of

various kinds from one blade fans to
alluring many blades fans. And to
augment to the interior beauty, there
are chandeliers and doors too.
Wonder whose idea is behind this
one-of-its-kind store in the entire
country? He is young and
enthusiastic Rishan, for who life and
business should be something
‘different’.   
It was when he was in Melbourne

doing his Masters in Business

Administration, Rishan was exposed
to world-class interiors. And by the
time he completed his degree, he had
made up his mind to start a business
that is unique. Thus Pinkmould came
into being. 
“My products are meant for ultra-

high end. When people are spending
crores of rupees on construction of
houses, they don’t mind to spend a
few lakh to modify and customize
their interiors. We have customers
from across the world,” Rishan says.   
His business partner Karthik also

shares the same passion when it
comes to business. “We are confident
about our business. Since this is a
rather new concept in these parts of
the world, more and more people are
getting to know about our products.
We keep as many items on display as
possible. People are happy checking
out our products. They are slowly

getting familiar with our products.
However, it will take some time for
them to get accustomed with the
drastic changes that have been
happening in interior designing,” he
explains. An ardent lover of cars, just
like his partner Karthik, Rishan loves
long drives in mean machines. His
wife Akshita, a fabric designer,
makes the perfect partner when it
comes to family. 
To aspiring entrepreneurs, Rishan

has something to say. “We started our
business out of passion and we are
happy. So you just follow your dream
and success will sure follow.”
His store has products ranging

from Rs.30,000 to Rs 8 lakh. It is
high time to have look at those
amazing items including wooden
floorings, furnishings, fans
chandeliers and other accessories all
imported from Italy.     

SUCCESSFUL PARTNERS
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With the concept of interiors
undergoing a drastic change

and new trends setting in, young
Adarsh decided to make his mark in
the drapery business. The franchisee
of Seasons, the leading brand of
interior draperies in the country,
Adarsh broke the mold to give a new
facet to the trade. Now one of the
successful young entrepreneurs in the
city, Adarsh is all set to widen his
horizon. 
A commerce graduate, Adarsh is

not new to business. Having seen the
family trade of blankets growing,
business acumen came as part of his
grooming. So when he decided to
start his own venture, he opted for
interior drapery, something not so
common in the growing city. He got
the result too, sooner than later. 
“I started assisting family

business even when I was a teenager.
So I knew the nitty-gritty of business.

When I decided to start my own
business in partnership with my
brother Ritesh, I knew what to
choose,” Adarsh says. 
“Seasons is a known brand. And I

chose it for its creativity. Since I got
into this business, I got to know many
things and people and could interact
with them,” Adarsh turns vocal.
Showing the long, luxurious and

elegant draperies in various hues and
textures in his swanky store in the
posh suburban Banjara Hills, Adarsh
explains us the different trends. Every
four months, new schemes and fads
emerge when it comes to interior
drapery. Earlier it used to take at least
10 years for a new trend to set in, but
now things are different,” says
Adarsh. Having successfully done
many projects including star hotels,
Adarsh is busy attending clients. With
the growing popularity of Seasons,
more and more people are making
beelines into Adarsh’s shop. “Seasons
is a brand mostly known in

hospitality industry. We have the best
products, say, the right product at the
right cost.  The collection we have is
one of the largest in the country. Our
exclusive items are economical too,”
explains Adarsh.
The busy schedule does not affect

his personal life. With his wife
Niharika Gupta and children seven-
year- old Nishka and five-year-old
Vardaan, Adarsh is a happy family
man too. He finds time to pursue his
hobbies badminton and snooker apart
from watching movies. If you thought
he only earns for himself and family,
he is part of an NGO too! He
contributes and works for Round
Table which is into providing
education to the deprived. 
His partner and brother Ritesh

guides him in business. Ritish joined
Adarsh after giving up a plum job
with a software company in the US.
The duo is all set to expand business
and is working hard to make it the
most successful one.  

SUCCESSFUL PARTNERS
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At a time when Indian security agencies are
increasingly looking for aerial assistance to

check the growing influence of Maoists in jungles,
an Indian student has developed desi drone, in a
rare example of unique innovation.  
Subhanjan Saha, all of 21, has become the

cynosure of all eyes when he assembled a three
metre by one metre unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV), though the country’s defence and
aeronautics sectors are yet to respond to his
invention.
Saha is a computer science student at

Manindra Chandra College in Kolkata. After
developing the desi drone, Saha has reportedly
written to the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and the Bangalore-based
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) to fund
and help upgrade his drone so that it could be
deployed for the country's defence and in other
spheres.
An agency quoted Saha as saying: “I have

written to the DRDO and HAL, but there has been
no positive response yet. It's built from basic
materials but is capable of camera surveillance,

weather forecasting, attack and defence and much
more, only if the authorities can fund the
upgradation.”
He categorically said he wanted the drone to

be used for the country's benefit. The drone,
painted in saffron, white and green on the sides,
resembles an aircraft. It took over five years for
Saha to develop the UAV, says a report.
Saha’s drone has two 180-degree high-

definition cameras (one in the front and one in the
back) and is remote-controlled.  Once airborne,
the drone can scan a 10-km area. The UAV is
powered by rechargeable batteries and is eco-
friendly. At a stretch it can go on for 40 to 90
minutes with an average of 60 minutes. With
proper funding, it can be transformed to function
longer, said Saha, who was born at Kalna in
Burdwan district.
“I used to save the money that I got from

winning various competitions over the years. My
earnings from giving tuitions also contributed to
the budget that stands at Rs. 80, 000 to Rs.1 lakh
per drone,” Saha was quoted by agencies.
An NGO Prantakatha and Abhijit Mukherjee

of the S N Bose Centre for Basic Sciences,
Kolkata are helping Saha in his efforts.

Indian boy’s desi drone
In what could be
developed into a
refined unmanned
aerial combat vehicle,
a Kolkata student has
built a drone that
could be highly
beneficial for the
country’s safety

DESI TECHNOLOGY



What is CyberKnife® VSI?
CyberKnife VSI Robotic Radiosurgery system is the only whole
body robotic radiosurgery system in the world, designed to treat
tumours anywhere in the body including brain, spine, lung, liver,
pancreas and prostate. CyberKnife®VSI uses state-of-the art image
guidance technology to precisely target tumours anywhere in the
body with pinpoint, sub-millimeter accuracy and deliver high doses
of radiation. As it can deliver radiation from virtually any direction
around the patient, the beams are focused precisely on the tumour
minimizing damage to the surrounding healthy tissue and critical
organs.
What does CyberKnife® VSI contain and what are its
capabilities? 
CyberKnife® VSI contains a compact linear accelerator unlike a
conventional linear accelerator. It directs the pencil beam virtually
to any part of the body from any direction with great ease and
robotic capabilities. 
CyberKnife® with VSI technology, introduced for the first time in
south India, is Versatile, Simple and Intelligent in managing the
patient with unmatched accuracy and precision. It brings along a
new ray of hope in cancer treatment for patients and their families.
What are the tumours treated with CyberKnife® VSI?
CyberKnife® VSI can treat any tumour in the body. The present
indications that are commonly used are brain tumours, spine
metastases, lung tumours, prostate and pancreas.
Nevertheless, virtually any tumour in any part of the body can be
cured or treated with sub-millimeter accuracy equivalent to the
precision of a surgeon albeit without a knife and the pain.

CyberKnife® VSI - Patient Advantages Highest level of comfort 
Pain free
No anaesthesia required
No invasive head or body frames
No breath holding during treatment

Superior quality of life
Significantly reduces treatment time
Treats only the affected areas
Minimises side effects
Immediate return to normal activity
Threats inoperable tumours
Treats tumours anywhere in the body
Pinpoint accuracy
Dynamic motion tracking
Stereotactic bloodless radiosurgery

CyberKnife® VSI - Clinician Advantages
New treatment option for patients who refuse surgery or where
surgery is not possible or complex
Complete access and coverage of tumours anywhere in the body
Complements existing radiation therapy treatment programmes
like IMRT IGRT.
Superior flexibility in planning

In conclusion, CyberKnife® VSI not only offers a complete
solution for previously inaccessible and inoperable tumours, but
also minimises treatment time, reduces hospital stay, cuts costs and
enables patients to return to their daily routine in no time.
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Sensuous models scorched the
runway at a sizzling fashion show

‘Autumn Winter Fashion Collection
2013’ where the season’s collection
was unveiled. Some of the city’s top
models set the ramp on fire with the
latest looks and styles for the season
from leading fashion brands in
apparel, footwear, sun glasses, ladies
handbags, cosmetics and more. 
The autumn/winter 2013 vintage

update translates 70s tailoring for the
modern menswear market and makes
it wearable with a focus on reworked
silhouettes, details and patterns. This
range, more formal than urban or
free, offers shirts with the fit and
details of the latest trends. 
The more ‘after-work’ range

RUNWAY SET ON FIRE
LIFE STYLE
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offers on-trend jackets, t shirts,
sweaters and shirts for a definite top
look. It is based around black, white
and grey but also includes blue,
purple and mauve to liven up and
enhance the silhouettes.
Nautical styling takes a functional

turn for autumn/winter 2013,
balancing traditional shapes with
contemporary casual staples.
Knitwear takes inspiration from
seafaring looks featuring robust
yarns, traditional fisherman's
sweaters and exaggerated textural
knits. Stylish shirts, cool trousers and
trendy shorts make up this nautical
collection that’s great for wearing
anytime. 
From bold primary colors to

vibrant neon’s to deeper shades,
colors are the highlight of the season.
On offer are a wide array of apparel
and accessories across multiple
styles, fits, shades and fabrics which
are made to perfection for the most
relaxed yet fashionable attire. This
Autumn Winter, score over the mood
by dressing up in the looks of the
season paired with the latest in
footwear and fashion accessories. 

RUNWAY SET ON FIRE
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It was a day with a difference forthousands of CEOs, professionals
and businessmen belonging to Jain
community in Hyderabad as they had
forfeited the daily luxuries and lived
the life of a monk, at least for a day.  
They just wanted to have the first-

hand experience of the rigorous life
led by Jain monks. On August 18,
thousands of them assembled at
Bollaram in Hyderabad bare-footed,
sporting monk’s attire, dhoti and
carrying a special broom. They kept
themselves away from all modern
day comforts like mobile phones,

fans, air-conditioners, cars and the
like and spent the whole day in
prayers, silence, meditation,
spirituality and went begging for
food.
Renouncing their daily comforts,

they stayed away from homes in the
presence of their Gurus Shri Gautam
Muniji M S and P P Shri Vaibhav
Muni M S. The programme was held
as part of an exercise for spiritual
awakening, global peace as well as to
earn place in the Limca Book of
Records. The day-long function was
held at Sri Shivkushal Garden on
Burton Road at Sadar Bazar in
Bollaram. According to G M Surana,

president of the Sri Vardhaman
Stanakvasi Jain Shravak Sangh,
months beginning from July to
October are considered holy months
for Jains. During this period, Jains
become more pious, do rigorous
fasting, attend religious meetings, and
are more into spirituality. Some even
give up night meals, just surviving on
water. 
City’s 1000-odd Jains who are

into various businesses and
professions gave up all their personal
comforts to sweep any insects that
may cross their path. They wore a
cloth over mouth to prevent
accidental harm to airborne germs

When ceos
turned monks

Leaving their daily
comforts and posh
attires, thousands of
Jain Ceos,
professionals and
businessmen led the
lives of monks for a
day, sporting monks’
attire and seeking alms

JAINS & MONKS
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and insects. Vice-chairman Padam
Chand Surana said they did not use
any devices or machines, spending
full day in prayers and services. They
took this retreat for a day to sport a
role of a monk. “The hardships of
monks are best known only when you
are a monk. And that is what we want
people of this modern age to
experience so as to enable us to take
back them to our roots,” he said.
The day started with a morning

prayer and a peace rally and
concluded with pratikraman (asking
for forgiveness to every living being
in this world).  First, an oath was
administered to lead a life of Jain
monk for 13 hours. Then the
participants sported white robes
called cholpata and dupatti.  A mask
was put up on the mouth which is
known as muhapatti.  Then they
became bikshus or alms-seekers.
During the day, bhikshus learnt to
break the barriers of worldly
attachments and desires so as to assist
in the liberation of souls because
every living being on the earth suffers
from various obstacles and pain due
to his wrong doings in the past. 
In order to safeguard our future,

bhikshus were taught not to cause
harm to any living being.  They were
taught samayika, a type of meditation
to help gain internal control of
thoughts as they influence behavior
actions and goals. 
They were also taught to observe

bhramacharya by refraining from
indulgence in sexual activities in
order to gain control over the senses.
Bhikshus were strictly prohibited
from wearing any footwear even at
extreme climatic conditions to respect
all those animals whose skin is
mercilessly torn out and used. The
rigorous diksha ended with
pratikraman (asking for forgiveness
to every living being in this world)
and taking oath not to harm any living

being on this earth during one’s
lifetime.  Finally they paid their
tribute to the Lord and took blessings
from their gurus and left prayer hall.
“The modern day business and

personal life is full of stress and
tension. There is a progress but, there
is ‘no peace of mind’. Worries and
tensions are everywhere.  Lord
Mahaveera’s preaching becomes very
pertinent here. Bhikshu Daya is a
concept in which a person enjoying
luxuries in daily life cannot leave his
family, comforts and become a monk
for the whole life.  Therefore, Jain
community has brought out a golden
opportunity for such people to lead a
life of a monk for a day,” said Manoj
Kothari, media convenor for the
programme.
Pradeep Surana, another vice

chairman said, “A monk's journey is
tough. Also we must occasionally
take a week of silence to renew our
spirit from this hustle bustle lifestyle.
But, this is not done routinely.
Though Jains have a tradition, not
many follow. It is even rarer in
present day circumstances. But, now
some CEOs of major businesses,
professionals and politicians would

take a day of silent retreat as ordained
by Jain monks.”
Lalit Surana, joint secretary said,

“Leading a life of a monk is not easy.
They were divested of all their metals
and money. They denounced all
worldly possessions. And they went
for 'Bhiksha' (alms), two times a day.
These 2000 financially well off Jains
experienced what it takes to beg for
food. They went around Jain homes
in and around Bollaram seeking
Bhiksha.” 
Life of a Jain monk is hard. To a

Jain monk, the whole world is his
family. Jain monks usually live in
groups of five or six. They have very
few worldly possessions. They do not
keep any money. The senior monk of
the group lectures every morning and
many households go to listen to his
lecture.
Guru Sri Gautam Muniji Maharaj

and his disciple Shri Vaibhav Muniji
had travelled especially for this
function on foot from Chennai to
Bollaram. A biggest eye hospital is
being constructed for the benefit of
the poor in the nearby area of
Bollaram.  
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The risingdance star
First student of Padma Bhushan awardees raja and radha
reddy’s Institute Natya tarangini, the rising dancing star
sahithi reddy made heads turn with her excellent classical
Kuchipudi dance performance at ravindra Bharati. 

THE NEWS BUREAU

The young and elegant Sahiti
Reddy set a graceful beginning

with a prayer to the gods, following
in the footsteps of her gurus. With a
remarkable Rangapravesam, Sahiti’s
debut elated the audience which
included some well known artistes
and eminent personalities of
Hyderabad. 
Sahiti’s entry was with the first

element “Jathiswaram” which is a
tapestry of ‘Tune Beats’ and
‘Melodious’ notes that are given
visual form in this item of pure
dance. Her attractive movements of
the eyes, eyebrows, neck and
captivating footwork patterns created
a new world of ecstasy. The dance
was utterly preformed in
synchronization  with the musical
notes.
With her ‘Ashtapadi; Nija Gadh,’

Sahiti rose to the fullest extent
performing the eight steps in-tune
with the rhyme that symbolizes the

eternal love of Lord Krishna and his
beloved Radha.
The hour-long Kuchipudi

extravaganza was choreographed by
Raja and Radha Reddy in typical
Kuchipudi classical dance style.
Visibly elated with the success of her
debut performance, Sahiti Reddy
said, “Dance has always had a
special place in my heart. As a child,
every time I would hear music I
would find my body swaying
subconsciously to the rhythm. Since
the time I have taken up Kuchipudi
dance, it has brought out so many
positive aspects that helped me in

becoming who I am today.”
“Now that I will be stepping on

stage as a dancer in my own right, I
hope I am able to do justice to all the
work my gurus have put into me and
make them proud. Most importantly
carry on this great tradition of
Kuchipudi dance that they have
handed to me," she added.

Daughter of Dr S Anand Reddy
and Aruna Reddy, Sahithi is a gifted
dancer with a captivating stage
presence. She began her training at
Natya Tarangini, a Kuchipudi dance
school set up by Dr Raja and Radha
Reddy.

RISING STAR
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POP MANIA
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Had the King of Pop been alive, he
would have turned 55 on August

29. Living forever in the hearts of
music lovers, Michael Jackson was
remembered on the day by hundreds
of his fans across the city. 
A city-based music studio, Rams

Step Up Dance Company, paid rich
tributes to Michael Jackson by giving
‘He Lives’, a dance performance at
Prasad’s Imax on the occasion of the
birth anniversary of the King of Pop. 
About 115 dancers who are fans of

Michael Jackson in the age group of 5
to 35 years together performed as a
Flash Mob for about 25 minutes
popular songs of Michael Jackson.
Thriller, Smooth Criminal, Beat it,
Dangerous and They Don’t Care
About Us were the numbers on which
the fans of Jackson swayed to. The
event kicked off at 7:33 pm, the exact
time Michael Jackson was born. The
programme started with a Beat
Boxing performance followed by
dance performance.
The performance was dedicated to

the Legend Michael Jackson. His fans
organised this event as a tribute by
Rams Step Up that presents
workshops in Hip- Hop, Salsa,
Contemporary, Bollywood, Free style
all through the year.
Singer-songwriter, Dancer and

Musician Michael Jackson is
remembered as the greatest entertainer
in the world for his artistic expression.
Apart from his dynamic and powerful
singing and dancing, his originality
and creativity in music videos will be
sorely missed, said K. Rammurthy,
lead dancer.
Trainer and artistic director of

Rams Step Up Dance Company,
Nirmesh who took part in the event

said he was proud to dance for
Michael Jackson and hope we have
done justice to him.
Young boys and girls danced

away celebrating the moment and the
artist while the crowd cheering and
shouting and some even sang along.

This is the Second Time Rams
Step Up planned such a massive
tribute for the King of Pop.  First time
it was orgnaised in the year 2011.

King of Pop
remembered

A city-based dance studio paid rich
tributes to michael Jackson on the
occasion of his 55 birth anniversary
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When a budding south Indian
actress Meera Jasmine lodged

a complaint against her father and
sisters way back in 2004, it kicked up
a storm in the tinsel town and in
social circles. The wide-eyed beauty,
now a popular actress and a national
award winner, alleged her parents and
sisters of taking away all her earnings
without her knowledge or consent.  

If people thought it was a stray
incident, the fact remained that in
many households of young celebrity
girls, the tales of harassment for
money continued unabated, though
unreported most often. 
It was just a few months ago,

another south Indian actress Anjali
came out in the open alleging that her
step-mom and director Mu
Kalanjiyam were harassing her, and
her family in Chennai had swindled

the money she has earned acting in
films so far.
Even as the incident is still fresh

in people’s memory, another
upcoming actress, Sai Sireesha, who
shot to fame with the movie ‘Love
Attack’, created quite a flutter when
she disappeared one fine morning
from the sets of a film only to ‘escape
the sexual overtures from her
stepfather’.
The fact that her parents

complained about her missing only
on August 19 despite her
disappearance for three months added
to the shock. Sireesha’s parents
lodged a complaint at the Banjara
Hills police station, stating that she
had been missing since May 20.
Police registered a case based on

the complaint and formed special
teams to trace her. But surprisingly,
the young actress made her
appearance on a television show a
day after and accused her stepfather
Neela Prasad Rao of sexual
harassment.

Sai Sireesha said she had gone
into hiding to escape from Rao, who

The price ofbeing a star
In yet another story of domestic abuse of
upcoming artistes by their own parents,
a starlet has accused her stepfather of

trying to sexually molest her

TROUBLED STARS
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tried to force her into sexual
relationship with him and threatened
her of dire consequences if she
refused. “He used to make sexual
advances at me whenever my mother
was away from home. I could not
approach the police since my mother
was economically dependent on him,”
Sireesha told the television channel.
“I left behind a letter at home
explaining my problems,” she added. 
Sireesha made her debut three

years ago as a small-time artiste. She
played the lead in “Love Attack” and
had signed up for another movie. Her
family hails from Rajahmundry and
has been residing at Sri Krishna
Nagar near Jubilee Hills. Her father
has been a car driver.

The disappearance is similar to

the escape act of another budding star,
the Journey movie fame Anjali, who
ran away from a star hotel to teach
her stepmother a lesson for treating
her like an ATM machine.

All these incidents are clear
indicators of how the rich and mighty
young celebs, who are considered
demigoddesses by film-savvy south
Indian populace, are being treated at
their own homes.  But if you thought
they are safe and respected lot when
they leave their homes and go to sets,
then again we get a grim picture of
casting couches and sexual advances.

It was in the week of August, a
molestation case has been filed
against Telugu music composer
Chakri and producer Paruchuri
Prasad on the grounds of allegedly

misbehaving with a woman during a
party.
Following the complaint by a 36-

year-old woman, who alleged that
Chakri and Paruchuri Prasad
misbehaved with her, the police
registered a molestation case.  The
two have been booked under penal
provisions for assault on a woman
with the intent to outrage her
modesty.

There have been innumerable
stories of directors enticing struggling
actresses asking them to ‘satisfy’
them for a meaty role in a film. Even
big names including Ram Gopal
Verma, Shakti Kapoor and Madhur
Bhandarkar were in news for seeking
sexual favours from aspiring
actresses.
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The once dusty, lethargic city of
Hyderabad has undergone a

thorough image makeover over the
years. The bustling megalopolis is
today one of the most sought after
destinations, thanks to the amazing
growth of information technology
and infrastructure in the ever-
expanding city.
The historic city of Hyderabad

has got an enviable place in the world
map, not only because of its IT boom
and business potential, but also for
the world-class sports personas it has
produced.
The latest one that is taking the

sports world by storm is 18-year-old
P V Sindhu, national junior numero
uno in both singles and doubles
badminton, by becoming the first
Indian woman player to win an
individual medal at the World
Badminton Championship.
Sindhu settled for a bronze medal

at the World Championships after
suffering a straight-game defeat
against world number three
Ratchanok Inthanon in the semifinals
of the prestigious event in
Guangzhou on August 9.

making a unique
parallel to her career
graph,  hyderabad-
based badminton
player  P v sindhu is
making it really big 
in the world sports
arena

Sindhu, the
south star

SPORTS SCAN
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World number 12, Sindhu,
playing in her maiden World
Championships, had notched up
stunning victories against two
Chinese players in the run-up to the
semifinals but she went down 10-21,
13-21 in a 36-minute women's
singles match against Ratchanok
In what looks like going a bit

faster than Hyderabad’s own Saina
Nehwal, Sindhu is not just an
aspiring, title hungry wannabe. She
has proved her mettle in a short span
of time, making people sigh in
disbelief at the adept moves of this
young star.    
Today, even as she grows in

stature, the equations have altered
dramatically. Yes, Sindhu has created
quite a buzz in badminton circles. A
new star who emerged from the very
stables at Pullela Gopichand
Academy, this 5`10``, and lankly-
built Sindhu has been scripting a
fairy-tale run that is justifiably
drawing comparisons with
predecessor Saina.
In a significant irony to Saina’s

career, what was her worst year in
recent times heralded Sindhu in a
new avatar. Her watershed year, by
all accounts, Sindhu had blossomed
into a full-fledged badminton player
in 2011.
Even as Saina faltered at the final

hurdle in the Super Series final,
thousands of miles away, Sindhu
gave an abject demonstration of her
prowess by vanquishing the 2009
champion to come up trumps at the
Tata Open India International
Challenge at the National Sports
Club of India to popular applause.
Along the way, of course, she
conquered formidable foreign
opponents.
The comparisons between the

two are actually unwarranted. Their
playing styles are in complete

contrast to each other. Saina is more
athletically built whereas Sindhu
hardly looks like a badminton player,
at a first glance.
If Saina is awesome at the net, the

teenager from Hyderabad is fleet-
footed and makes optimal use of her
long legs. Rallies and cannonball-
type smashes are something of an
anathema for Sindhu, whose single-

point approach to the game revolves
around one theme-showering one
winner after the other.
According to veteran observers in

badminton circles, Sindhu, the
`brightest investment for the future’,
will `go places’ on the strength of
innate and languid court coverage
and the unorthodox, but `effective
playing’ style. 
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Intellectuals may laugh at them forthey flaunt their riches, fame and in
most cases, their eight pack abs.
Whatever, iconic figures from tinsel
town are in a way a blessing in
disguise for the children of lesser
Gods, who live by the charity someone
extends.
As far as Hyderabadis are

concerned, Bollywood matinees’
macho man Salman Khan is a
demigod. And his deeds of
compassion move them to certain
extent.  They may not be knowing the
philanthropy involved, but craze for
their dear hero makes them help
children in need. 
For Sallu, his fans might be

faceless people who throng cinema
halls to watch his movies, gather in
front of his house to get a glimpse of
him on his birthday, or run behind his
car and in all means keep the cash
registers ringing. In their efforts to
imitate their favorite ones in all
possible ways, Sallu Bhai’s fans in the
city have been doing a tremendous
job. Help Sallu help children in need.

‘Being human’ T-shirts which are

made and marketed by a philanthropic
organisation led by Salman Khan has
become a haute couture for the city
youth especially in the old city. These
T-shirts which were show cased by
famous Bollywood hot ladies like
Katrina Kaif, Kareena Kapoor,
Priyanka Chopra and other stars at a
fashion show have become very
popular and saw most of the city youth

embracing the new fashion.
Md Khaleel of Anwar-ul-Uloom

College of Engineering says, “I like
Salman Bhai (Khan) and love his idea
of promoting or raising money for his
organisation. This T-shirt cost is just
Rs 200-300 and it looks good and suits
me a lot.”
The girls too are not left behind

supporting their favourite star’s cause.
Manisha Khan, a student of Sri
Chaitanya Junior College, says, “I like
it because it reminds us of what we are
and we can do. It is simple. ‘Being
human’ denotes that even in this world

which hungers for power and
competition there is something more
to us like humanity and compassion
which we almost forgot. And most of
the time, it’s better than stupid
nonsense tags which half of the time
doesn’t make any sense.”
If some picks up the T-shirts for the

love of star and some for his charity,
there are a few who are choosing these

t-shirts to define their style statements.
“I just brought this one because it
looks funky and moreover I like the
colour of the shirt which is blue, my
favourite colur,” says Debraj Dutta, an
engineering student.
These T-shirts apart from available

at major apparel stores in Hyderabad
are found on streets of Koti, Sultan
Bazaar and other shopping places. 
Whatever it may be, be it love for

the star or for his philanthropy, the
Hyderabad youth are defining their
style statements with this tag of ‘Being
human’.

die-hard fans of Bollywood bigwig salman Khan’s
unfathomable love for the superstar has proved to be a
blessing in disguise for children of lesser Gods. 
read out to find out how  

Sallu fans turn saviours

TOUCH OF HUMANITY
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More and more celebrities are
turning compassionate about

abandoned animals that live the
worst lives. They are not just
speaking for animals and posing for
photographs, but are adopting
animals that need care and love.
The latest to join the bandwagon

is none other than yesteryears’ most
sought-after Bollywood actress
Raveena Tandon.  
An ardent animal lover herself,

Raveena had adopted two stray
puppies who joined an existing team

of three
rescued dogs
in the third
week of
August. One
is a male, now
named Luv,
and the other
female, called
Ganga.
It was from

her friends at
People for the
Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA)
India, Raveena, who
is married to film distributor Anil
Thadani, heard about the many
puppies who had been found
struggling in the monsoon rains.
According to reports, she decided to
help by adopting two puppies.
“It's hard to describe the joy of

taking dogs struggling to survive in
the streets and giving them a loving
home and a second chance at life,”
the 38-year-old was quoted by a
news agency as saying.
“I urge everyone who has the

time, space and resources to adopt an
Indian 'community dog' and see for
oneself the unconditional love they'll
receive from a very grateful animal,”
she added.
This isn't the first time that

Raveena has teamed up with PETA
to help animals. She was recently
dressed in a snake print (not
snakeskin) gown for a PETA ad that
read: "Wearing Exotic Skins Kills -
Leave Wildlife out of Your
Wardrobe,” said a report.

Raveena
adopts
stray dogs

In an exemplary act of compassion,
Bollywood actress and animal lover
raveena tandon has adopted two
stray dogs, inspiring many to adopt
animals that need care
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Yes, women are no way lesser than
men, in any matters. And if you

thought we are just talking about
women power when it comes to
professions out of the ordinary, nay,
we are talking here about other aspects
too. Like social activism and
philanthropy.
In a noble mission to set and

construct a B.Sc. Nursing College
meant exclusively for girls from
weaker sections, Mahila Dakshata
Samiti (MDS) a non-government
organisation consisting of a band of
dedicated women volunteers
committed to the empowerment of girl
child is organizing Chaturang,  a two-
day rare and grand gala exhibition
“Essence of Women” at Taj Krishna in
Hyderabad on October 9 and 10.
The proceeds of the exhibition will

go towards the setting up of the B.Sc.
Nursing College, according to Dr.
Saroj Bajaj, president, MDS, Andhra
Pradesh unit. She said the college

would come up next academic year.
MDS has been in the field of social

service for over three decades.  “We
focus on welfare of women and
children and empowerment of women
through higher education.  The
Samithi has already established Junior,
Vocation, Nursing and Degree
Colleges at Chandanagar in
Hyderabad. These are meant
exclusively for girls from weaker
sections.  There are about 400 students
on rolls now, of which about 22 per
cent are orphans, 35 per cent having
single parent and 10 per cent come
from lower middle class and below
poverty line,” she said.
Over 100 exhibitors from across

the country are expected to participate
in the two-day fair. Chaturang is an
arm of MDS which organises
exhibitions to raise funds for
philanthropic activities.  The orgnisers
of the exhibition include Suman
Krishna Kant, wife of former Vice
President of India,  Dr. Haripriya
Rangarajan, wife of famous economist

Dr. C Rangarajan, Sheela
Jhunjhunwala, Archana Agrawal and
Dr. Saroj Bajaj.
Mahila Dakshata Samithi was

established in 1976 in New Delhi. It
was established to combat the
alarming increase in the incidence of
dowry deaths. It has membership
strength of 35,000 and 175 branches
spread over the country.
The event offers a unique

opportunity to show case products,
disseminate information, generate
enquiries and help establish business
connections.  The venue is centrally
located and easily accessible and
ensures good footfall.

AN exPo For
emPowermeNt In order to raise funds for

setting up of a nursing
college for girls of weaker
sections in hyderabad,
mahila dakshata samiti, a
non-government
organisation, is holding
Chaturang,  a two-day rare
and grand gala exhibition
titled “essence of women”

TOUCH OF HUMANITY
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ROAD TO HELL

roAd to heLL
Commuters feel the flyover

near Yamnampet in
Ghatkesar mandal of Ranga
Reddy district, inaugurated with
much fanfare in June 2012 is too
dangerous to travel since the
cement washed away due to
minimum rains depicting the
poor quality of the construction.
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In yet another deliberate effort ofprovocation, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) of China has
intruded into Indian Territory in
Arunachal Pradesh in August,
unmasking the inefficiency of the
UPA government in defending Indian
borders.
Reacting strongly to China’s

intrusion, Bharatiya Janata Party’s
National Security Cell convenor P

Chandra Sekhar Rao said Chinese
army trespassed almost 55 kms
inside Indian Territory in the second
week of August 2013 and set up a
camp at the Plamplam checkpost (6th
checkpost) in Chaglagam sector of
Anjaw district. Rao was speaking to
The News in an exclusive interview.
The Anjaw district headquarters

Teju is located 150 kms away from
the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
while Chaglagam is located 108 kms
away from the LAC. There are six

unmanned check-posts between Teju,
headquarter of Anjaw district and the
LAC. Indo Tibetan Border Police’
(ITBP) 25th battalion patrols the
check-posts only once in a month
because there are no roads,
permanent shelters or supply chain
network.
“Indian army has to travel by foot

to reach LAC and the troops have to
depend on temporary bridges made
with bamboo and ropes to cross
water streams. It takes a minimum of

CoNGress FAILed to 
deFeNd INdIAN Borders
In an exclusive interview with the News, Bharatiya Janata Party’s National security Cell
convenor P Chandra sekhar rao says it is high time the union government take steps on a
war-footing to fortify the Indian border with China and give a befitting reply to the
neighbour’s frequent violations on the border

BORDER BLUES
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10 days for the Indian troops to reach
the LAC, while the Chinese have
developed complete infrastructure to
reach the LAC within no time,” Rao
said.
According to the information

received from the BJP activists,
leaders and residents of Anjaw
district, Chinese army intruded using
heavy vehicles since they have laid
permanent roads from their bases to
the LAC and also in some parts of
Indian Territory. The Chinese army is
still camping on Indian soil and the
UPA government is unfazed by the
development. It is shocking to see
none of the ministers including the
Defence Minister visited the place so
far, the BJP leader said.

Chandra Sekhar Rao demanded
that a Kargil type of operation should
be launched to evacuate and prevent
Chinese army from intruding into
Indian Territory in future. He also
said ITBP forces should be
permanently posted at the forward
check-posts by creating required
infrastructure.
The National Security Cell

convenor appealed to the Union
government to conduct aerial surveys
to assess the situation on the Indo-
China border and deploy special
army choppers permanently at Anjaw
for airlifting of forces and supplies
for the army.
He demanded that roads should

be laid up to the LAC with internal
roads for effective transport system
and recruit locals in the intelligence
wings to gather effective intelligence
from time to time.
He also demanded that North

East Security Council should be set
up on the lines of National Security
Council and empower the council to
take independent decisions from time
to time to ensure quick response.

PChandra Sekhar Rao, who was the Organising
Secretary of BJP in the seven sister states of

North East so far, has been appointed as the All India
Convenor for the BJP National Security Affairs Cell,
the first of its kind in the history of any political
party in India.
The national level cell will study and analyse the

internal and external security to the nation by any
means and advise the Home Ministry and Defence
Ministries to influence the national security policy.
Chandra Sekhar Rao was on the hit list of

Maoists as he fought tooth and nail against the
mindless violence of Maoists in college campuses
and villages. Several deadly attempts were made to
eliminate him, but survived the attacks. 
He was associated with Akhil Bharatiya

Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) for around 29 years
since 1978. He held many responsibilities during his
long stint with one of the largest student
organisations in the world, until he was deputed to
BJP in 2007 to take care of its activities in North
East. In May 2013, Chandra Sekhar Rao was
appointed as the All India Convenor of BJP National
Security Affairs Cell, with his headquarters at
Hyderabad. Besides, he continues to be the Secretary
General for Sangh Pariwar backed North East Policy
Institute.
As the convenor of National Security Affairs

Cell, Chandra Sekhar Rao will undertake and
oversee in-depth study of various issues – economic,
internal and external – which are harmful for
national security. He will coordinate with other
platforms of Sangh Pariwar involved in national
security studies and advice the Home Ministry and
Defense Ministry in policy matters related to internal
and external security.
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Hyderabad will be one of the three
cities in the country where you

can buy super luxury vehicle
manufacturer Rolls-Royce’s four-
seater coupé Wraith. But wait, it sure
comes for a price! The mean machine
will have a starting price of a
whopping `4.6 crore!
After launching the proud king of

the road in India in the last week of
August, Herfried Hasenoehrl, general
manager for emerging markets-Asia,
Rolls-Royce Motor said, “Today we
are proud to reveal the most dynamic
and powerful Rolls-Royce ever built.”
The luxury four-seater coupé is

powered by a twin-turbo V12 engine
coupled with a eight-speed automatic
ZF transmission. The engine is
powerful enough to generate 624
brake horse power and 800 Nm of
torque and can attain 0-100 km speed
in 4.6 seconds. According to the
company, the new vehicle is the most
powerful Rolls-Royce motor car ever
made. The macho machine has a wide
rear track, shorter wheelbase and
lower roof height seated on 21-inch
five-spoke part-polished wheels
which feature self-righting RR

monogram.
The luxury vehicle also has

mechanical and electrical
technologies like head-up display,
adaptive headlights, keyless boot
opening, camera system, voice
activation commands and route
assistance.
According to the legendary British

automotive manufacturer, India
remains one of its best performing
markets in Asia and that company
expects sales momentum to continue
in the country as there are a growing
number of ultra-rich individuals in the
untapped market South Asian market.
The 109-year-old carmaker, which

returned to India in 2005, has been
witnessing strong growth since 2010
and has plans of expanding its reach
from the current base of three
dealerships in Delhi, Mumbai and
Hyderabad. The company plans to
have two more dealerships at
Chandigarh and Ahmedabad.

coupé Wraith to
vroom city roads

BUSINESS NEWS
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While most of the people today
complain about lack of sleep,

this young woman begs to differ.
Suffering from an incredibly rare
disorder, she sleeps continuously for
days and sometimes months on end.
According to Daily Mail, Imaarl

Duprey, 23, slept almost continuously
for 59 days and behaved as if she was
a small child during the episode.
The rare disease Kleine Levin

Syndrome (KLS), dubbed Sleeping
Beauty Syndrome, affects just 1,000
people in the world and can cause her
to become incredibly drowsy without
warning.
Duprey falls in to sleep-like

trances, becomes irritable and
disorientated as well as wants to eat
excessive amounts of food. The young
fashion worker from Lewisham,
London acts erratically during the few
hours when her family wake her to

ensure she eats, drinks and uses the
bathroom, says the report. She relies
on round the clock care and assistance
from her mum Kerry Griffiths, 46 and
sister Shahnequa Duprey, 21, says the
report.
“It’s had a really big impact on me

and my family,” Imaarl was quoted as
saying. “In the early days of having
KLS my mum thought I could be
having a breakdown - I thought the
same. I need constant supervision. My
sister has been forced to miss
university lectures and my mum has
taken a lot of time off work,” she
added.
Kleine-Levin Syndrome is a

neurological condition that starts
during adolescence, and sometimes
begins after an infection or illness. It
is characterised by periods of
excessive sleep of up to 20 hours a
day. Episodes can come on very
quickly and last between a few days
to a few weeks, says the report.

During such an episode a sufferer
may be irritable, childish,
disorientated and want to eat
excessive amounts of food.
Daily Mail further adds: “1,000

people worldwide suffer from the
disorder, which is commonly known
as Sleeping Beauty Syndrome. 70%
of sufferers are male. There is no
known cure for the sleeping disorder,
and the main treatment is watchful
waiting at home by loved ones.
Research suggests episodes decrease
in frequency and intensity over the
course of 8 to 12 weeks.”
Mother Kerry, a teaching assistant,

was quoted as saying, “If it was just
sleeping it would be so much easier.
When I wake her so she can use the
bathroom or eat something, she’s a
different person completely. Imaarl’s
gone. She’s somewhere else. She’s
replaced by a toddler. It’s been a
stressful time.'

Sleeping beauty
In a rare phenomenon, a 23-year-old girl has slept almost 59 days
continuously and behaved as if she was a small child during the episode

WEIRD WORLD
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It is a curious case of mysteriousdeath of a 35-year-old man in
Prakasam district in Andhra Pradesh,
wherein the police appear to have
doubts over the opinion given by the
forensic experts working in the Rajiv
Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences
at Ongole and the Forensic Science
Laboratory of the police department.
The victim Kurapati Amaralinga

Prasanna Bhramaramba Sametha
Rajamalleswara Bhavani Eswara
Raju, a reporter-cum-businessman in
Darsi town of Prakasam district was
found dead under suspicious
circumstances on August 29, 2011
inside Eduru Brothers Emu Birds
Farm. The victim’s family alleges that
police did not show interest to come
to the spot soon after the incident.
Instead, they came to the spot only
after the victim’s relatives and friends
staged a protest on the road.
During the inquest, some injuries

were found on the body of the victim
and the body was found in a pool of
blood. The medical officer at RIMS,
Dr G B Raja Kumar gave his final
opinion stating that the death was due
to asphyxia as a result of strangulation

with multiple injuries. The victim’s
family said even the FSL report says
the same.
According to the family, the

victim and his business partner Eduru
Narasimha Reddy had some disputes
as the former had been demanding the
latter to return the money he had
invested in the business. They allege
that Eswara Raju was killed by
Narasimha Reddy and some others.
They even approached the Human
Rights Commission seeking justice.
However, the investigating officer

strangely opted for a review of

opinion and that too from a private lab
titled ‘Truth Lab’, established in
Hyderabad by a retired FSL official.
Retired professor of forensic

medicine, Dr Narayana Reddy of
Truth Labs gave his opinion saying,
“After perusing all connected records
supplied by the investigating officer,
the expert panel of Truth Labs
observed that the deceased was
suffering with disease of lungs and
heart. Sudden unexpected natural
deaths are common in patients
suffering with the disease of heart and
lungs. This disease often remains non-
symptomatic and often the patient
himself may not be aware of the
disease with which he was suffering
due to asymptomatic nature of the
illness.”
The Truth Labs report indicates

the victim died a natural death. But the
family of the victim alleges that the
Truth Lab report was far from the
truth. “If it is a natural death, then why
there is pool of blood near the body,”
the family questioned.
The family also questioned the

integrity of the police officials in
seeking a review from a private when
a central government laboratory, the
Central Forensic Science Lab (CFSL)
and its affiliated organization
‘Government Examiner for
Questioned Documents’ were very
much available in Hyderabad.
The family demanded that the

investigation of the case should be
entrusted to a police officer of the rank
of superintendent of police from other
district and review should be sought
from the CFSL to ensure justice.

Reporter’s suspicious death: Kin
allege foul play by Ongole cops
In a curious turn of events, the ongole police sought review
from a private organization about the cause of death of a 35-
year-old man in darsi town in the district. the cops are
apparently doubtful about the opinion given by the forensic
experts working in the rajiv Gandhi Institute of medical
sciences (rIms) and the FsL, giving ample scope for pointing
fingers at the integrity of the investigators

Eswar Raju

COPS & CRIMINALS
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It seems that fascination fortelevision, internet, and video
games is fading away from young
minds in the city. The once couch
potatoes who used to engross in
playing the video games on play
stations or watching television round
the clock on holidays were now seen
embracing the old habit of reading
books. Yes, the recent book festivals
in the city have proved that children
are getting back to reading with much
more enthusiasm when compared
with their elders.
The young readers of the city

retreating themselves from the
monotonous schedules of their school
made a buzz at the People Plaza to
pick up their best bed time buddies in
one of those festivals. The children

who made their presence indulged in
some serious reading for their family
and friends by munching over the hot,
crispy and crunchy popcorn. If some
were seen checking out on new
arrivals, some were seen discussing
about the book that they had chosen
to read and some were seen searching
for their favorite one endlessly from
one stall to another one.
Praising the interest of children in

reading books, Sudha Rani, a home-
maker said, “Our generation had
vastly relied on books for gaining and
acquiring knowledge. We have to
encourage our children and
grandchildren to follow the same
path. Here I could see many children
and I appreciate them for showing
interest to come and visit a book fair
like this.”
Books of Panchathantra, Chacha

Chowdary, Archies Comics,
Amarchithra Katha, Harry Potter
series, atlases, dictionaries etc have
attracted a majority of the children. If
the kids were seen picking up the
comics, the kiddo-adults were seen
going through some serious kind of
stuff like biographies, auto
biographies, books on various
subjects, the encyclopedias etc in
many of those fairs. “This is the first
time I am visiting a book fair and I
see elephantine collection of books.
The discount offers are also brilliant
and I am unable to decide which book
to choose and which one to lose,”
says Arpitha, a student of Kendriya
Vidyalaya Gachibowli, who was
spotted at a book festival.
More than children the parents

were also interested in picking some
of the best books for their children
without worrying about burning their
pockets. Books for toddlers illustrated
with huge pictures and bright colours
were picked up by many parents.
Manpreeth Roy, who works with
HSBC, said, “My baby daily wants a
bed time story and I cannot generate
a new story daily, so I read out to him
every day. And this is a very good
way to improve their language and
also to inculcate the habit of reading
books.”
Putting their subject books aside

and ignoring the passing time, the
children truly picked up their bed
time buddies in huge numbers
ignoring their parent’s pockets too.

City kids’
love for books
despite the agonizing pressure of electronic onslaught,
the print medium is here to stay put, and the recent
developments in the letters mart prove it beyond doubt…

BOOK WORMS



The News You Like | September, 201358

What is
Yog?

Yog is being in union with
yourself. Verbally, I cannot

explain, you need to go through
certain experiences, which will make
you come face to face with what is
called atma sakshatkar, your true self.
Once you come face to face with your
true self, you are in yog, and once you
are in yog with yourself, you are a
yogi.  Yog can be of several kinds;
you might choose to be in yog with
fashion, with beauty, with sport. A
practitioner of yog, is in yog with
himself or herself… that’s a yogi,
where yog is for evolution, the rest
are all bhogis i.e.  yog is for bhog.
A rakshas undergoes enormous

tap (penance) to impress God. When
God finally appears before him to
grant him the desired boon, what does
the rakshas ask for? Immortality.
Riches. Pleasures… Why? Kyonki
woh apni yoni se bandha hua hai, he
is limited by his karmas, so he cannot
ask for anything beyond that... He

cannot understand a world beyond
that, so he cannot ask for more than
that.  He is bound with his desires, he
needs that experience, so he asks for
that.
It’s a wrong perception to think

that the spiritual is divorced from the
material. Your senses have bound you
to the physical, so you cannot
comprehend anything beyond that.
So even when you go to God, you ask
him for something that has to do with
your physical world, your senses,
your intellectual life.  Because you
cannot ask for something you don’t
understand, right?   If you were a
practitioner of yog, your set of
questions would have been
completely different. What you’re
asking about has to do with
philosophy, it’s intellectual, you are
limited. The problem with the
majority of the population of the
world is that we want to know
everything intellectually, but we don’t

want to practice it… and if you’re
bound by your physical and
intellectual self, how will you go
beyond? Somebody has to take you.
We know the law of karma; everyone
learns it, it’s in every religion, but do
you practice it? Why not give
everything that is there in your pocket
to the next beggar you see on the
road? You’re earning good karma,
and you know it, but you won’t do it!
Intellectual understanding is not
enough, we need a Guru to really
explain it.  And if a Guru tells you to

YOGI ASHWINI

YOGA & SPIRITUALITY
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do something, you will, because the
Guru will ensure that you have the
gyan to do this, he will ensure that
you have gone beyond the five
senses.  He’s not an empty talker, he’s
shown you the light, it needn’t be
described to you anymore….
If I say to you, “Assess that door”,

you’ll say its reddish brown, it’s got
a knob, a handle, a bolt, it’s used to
come and go, etc.  Now if you don’t
understand wood, if your five senses
for some reason have never been
exposed to wood, you’ll never
understand that it’s made of
something that was living once.
To know and understand wood,

you can’t just look at a tree and come
to know the quality of the wood or
even that it is wood; you definitely
cannot guess that a tree is a living
thing. You need someone like a
botanist who knows and understands
wood, the texture, the properties, the
qualities… that person who tells you
is a Guru because he’s told you
something that you can’t understand
intellectually, he has made you
experience what a tree is. You could
read everything there is about wood,
but you still won’t know it.  You need
this expert to tell you, the Guru who
takes you outside the limitations of
your five senses and shows you what
is beyond this, what are the origins.
Once you understand the tree, your
curiosity grows further, where does
the tree come from? The specialist

will then tell you about the seed, and
how it grows into a tree…  Now you
will wonder where the seed comes
from, does the plant come from the
seed or the seed from the plant, where
the hell does all this originate? The
yog Guru is the person who shows
you where it all originates. 
To take you deeper into the

subject of yog, let me begin with an
example. A small boy likes to play

with guns and he says that he wants
to become a dacoit when he grows
up.  No matter how much you
convince him, he’ll tell people this.
Or he’ll say he wants to be a truck
driver, driving around at full speed. If
you tell him sternly that at the party
tonight, say you want to become a
doctor, he’ll say fine and repeat that
at the party. Intellectually he
understands that his father thinks that
a doctor is better than a truck driver,
but deep inside he knows that a dacoit
or a truck driver is more fun. When
this child grows up, he doesn’t want
to be a dacoit anymore. He finds an
idol in the environment around him,
and thinks that he wants to become
like so and so. That is the first gyan.
When he grows up further still, he
decides more, wants to be an IAS
officer, hot-shot executive…more
gyan.  He’s growing up, right?
There is no synonym for the word

‘gyan’ in English or any other
language. It is not intellectual
knowledge you gain from books,

which have several limitations. Gyan
can only be gained by a Guru who
gives it to you in a certain technique,
which is beyond the scope of your
senses, which is all you’ve
experienced so far… Wisdom, too, is
part of knowledge. The power of…
deduction.  You can see the
parameters, determine things and
give solutions.  So you are wise….
This gyan forms the basics of human
civilisation, it has been tried and
tested for several million
generations….  And we are talking
about a language that is a hundred
thousand years old, not a few 100
years old.  
The world calls us barbarians;

they say humans were monkeys
jumping around the trees.  Anyone
who understands the Vedas will say,
as Sir John Woodroffe said, “Your
ancestors were definitely monkeys.
Not mine. My ancestors were those
men who have given the knowledge
of the Vedas to us, the philosophies,
the dictum of peace.” Can an
uncivilised barbarian ever think of
shanti? Has this country ever done
aggression in the history of its
existence? Never. Why not? Because
our principles, our culture, our
ancient philosophies are civilised. A
civilised person is someone who
thinks beyond the needs of himself or
herself. A barbarian is someone who
eats, sleeps, breathes, and lives for
himself alone.
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Actress Pooja Umashankar is all set to return to tinsel town with
her upcoming Tamil flick ‘Vidiyum Munn’ after a brief gap.

Gung-ho about the comeback, the pinup says she is keen to work in a
children's film if given an opportunity. Pooja was last seen in 2009
Tamil drama ‘Naan Kadavul’.
Speaking to reporters, she said, “I love to work with kids because

you don't feel the pressure of working when you have them around
you. I would be more than happy to star in all kids' film. This is why
I didn't hesitate to play a cameo in Tamil film 'Drohi' as a teacher to
kids."
According to a report, on her return, Pooja is not bothered about

competition as she feels there is enough room for everybody in the
industry. “Our cinema industry has a very big heart. It has a place for
each and every one of us. As an actor, if one knows his or her place in
the industry, then everything falls in place automatically,” she was
quoted by a news agency.
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